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4. € - ENSIRE YERT. 


7. SUMMARY: AN EMBASSY TEAM VIStTED TME 
DEPARTMENT OF EL QUICHE ON APRIL 19. 

EMBassY USED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO INVESTIGAFE 
TWE VILLAGE CO-OPERATIVES OF Sal JUAN 1XCAM 
AUNQ AaLBAl. ENBGASoY UNCEASTANOS THAT THE 
AMERICAS VATEN COMMITTEE RECENTLY EXPRESSED 
AN (MTEMEST 100 TMESE VILLAGES, AS WILL AS 
SEVERAL OTUERS. SAN JUAN IXCAN ANO KALBAL 
ant 801M DESERTED AMD GON LOCATED 14 UNE 
MO-MAd'S LLAMO Of MORTNENN El QUICHE. ON 
aeaii 17, SEVERAL FORMEN VILLAGERS OF SAN 
Juen ERCAM TURNED INEMSELVES 10 TO TNE AR; 
TOC Y TOLO EMBASSY TEAM OS THEIR vitLaGE*s 
saca BY GUERRILLAS, OF A FULL YEAR Of RUNNING 
vu TME MOUNTAINS, AMO FIMALL Y, OS STARVAT LON, 
DESPERATION AND EXAASPERATION VITH GUERRILLAS 
nO TE WMiLE TNEY VENT HUNGRY. —xaAL Bal 

US GMALL, ISOLATEO, OESTROYED AnD DESERIEO. 
art OFFICERS TOLO MISSION MEMBERS Tnal 

Mat GAL WAS TAREN UY GUERRILLAS SOMCTIME 1 
LATE SPRING 1982, AND 1MAT TIME VILLAGERS 

WERE FORCCO (WMTO THE MOUKTALMS BY GUERRILLAS. 
THESE 05 MO INDEPENDENT VERISICATION Of TM0S 
LATTER ACCOUNT, END SUMMARY. 

3. VE MISSION TEAM FIRST STOPPED IM PLAYA 
GRANDE, El QUICNE, SUTE Of euatamy <ONC 

NO 22 MEADINARTEAS. —18L LOCAL COMMANOER vas 
UNEORACO Bn COMOFF WHERE TME LMBAGZA WISMEO 
10 viziT. 61 TUE MENTION OF IN JUAN 114CAN 
mio ton Uan Vas 1010 1Hul JLVIRAL ANHARS Calo 
Of nal VitLa6E 14D RECONILY TURNO IHCHLA WO 
tm 10 TM ARMY, PRE Vit AGERS ARE CUBRIFFTO 
Mr INC (EA GV VISITORS VEA RLLAICO DAL 
$01 OviNa bario 


$ dor WMHRALLLAS ECGAN NO SERIA Nada 
DIT O CILA THes POLO 1HE 
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GUATER 03099 01 Of 0% 20:J4:! 
viLLasERs Tmal TME 4Eni WOULD COM ONE Dur 
TO atue THEM all. Tml VILLAGERS 01D e0l 
GCLIEVE IMUS AMO IME MAYOR <EMT 4 MESSAUE 
TO MME afrtr AEQUESTIMGS PROTECTION — Tmt 
GUERRILLAS RETURNCO anD GEARCMCO FOR THE 
MATOR; TnEv TOLDO TmE viLLAGERS ME vas TO 8E 
SHOT FOR GETRAYING INEM. THE SUMABITANTS 
ASADO Wnr ALC TMIS VAS MAPPENIMG; ME 
GUERRILLAS TOLO TREM IMEY WERE NOW UNDER 
"REVOLUTIOMARY (AV. THE MAYOR Ruh avar; 
TME ARMY NEVER CAME. OK MARCH 1, 1982, TML 
GUERRILLAS FORCED INE EMPIRE VILLAUE 5NTO 
THE MOUNTAINS. TME VILLAGERS MAD MO CHOLCE 
AND EVERTUALLY CAME TO BELIEVE Tear THE ARMY 
MIGHT AMOEED KILL THEM AS TNEY WERE QU 
GUERRILLAS.* FOR A YEAR TNE NILLAGERS Ran 
10 TUE MOUNTAINS UITM TNE GUERRILLAS. 

FOOD VAS RECONIMG MARDER AMO MAROER 1O CONE 
BY, ALTHOUGH THC GUEBRILLAS REPT TREMSEL VES 
DECENTLY FED. MALRYTRITION BECARE A SERIOUS 
PROBLEM. FiMALLY, SOME OF TNE VILLAGERS 
DECIDED TO Ayn TO TNE ARMY. ONE SAID ME DID 
MOT CARE WHAT MAPPENEO TO HIM; ME DIO NOT 
CARE 16 THE ARMY MILLEO MIN, 01 VAS BETTER, 
ME SAID, TKAN STARVING TO DEATM IM THE 
MOUMTAINS. NC VALRED TO PLAYA GRANDE AND 
TURNED MIMGELF OVER TO THE ARMY. ME VAS MOT 
MILLEO, BUT FED. 1ME CUILOREN ME CAME UtTn 
ARE CLOSE TO DEATH FROM MUNMGER. 11 (5 MOT 
LINELY THAT TNC ARMY WILL SE ABLE TO SAVE 
ALL Of TMEM; SOME ARE ALMOST CERTAIN TO 01€ 
1 THE NEXT FEW DAYS. TME ABOVE ACCOUNT vus 
GUvEn IM BEIVEEN SOBS, TEARS amO BITTER 
DEMUNCIATIONS OF GUERRILLA BEMAVIOR, 
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YO DEBRIEF THESE VILLAGERS. —PERMAPS 100 
FORTUMATE. NEVERTMELESS, WE REJECT THE 

¡OEA OF AN ARRANGEO SHOW, AND 1MIS FOR 
SEVERAL REASONS. TUE ARMY DIO KOT mAvVE 
ENOUGH TIME TO AARAN.c MUCH AN EXMIBITION;: 
ENGOFF PICKED SAK JUAN ¿XCAM ANO XALSAL 

AT TNE LAST MOMENT (tM THE ALA OM THE WAY 

TO EL QUISHE), ME COULD MAVE JUST a5 Easily 
PICAED SOME OTHER VILLAGES; alv OFFICERS IM 
PLAYA GRANDE MAVE MEVER BEEN UNWILLING to 
AQMIT THAT THERE ARE DOZENS Of DESERTED 
VILLAGES IM UMCIA AREA AMO TNAT PUE REALL Y 
DO HOT ANDY WHERE ALL TNE VILLAGERS ARE; 

VUE SAM ¿UAM IXCAN VILLAGERS PRESENT 1N 
PLAYA GRANOE WERE MOT PROFESSIONAL ACTORS 

Mud At MISSION MEMBERS PRESENT OM APRIL 19 
MAD CONFIDENCE 18 THEIR ACCOUNTS. ¿NM AMY 
CASt, Pub MALMUTRITION AND GITTERMESS VERE 
ALL TOO REAL AND IMPOSSIBLE TO FAME. END 
UA 

6. AFTER SPEAMING VITA TNE VILLAGERS FROM 
Sat JUAN 1YCAN, EMBASSY TEAM ANO LOCAL 
COMMANDER FLEN TO XALGAL ANO SAM JUAN IXCAR, 
MALGAL 05 1M NO-MAM'S LAMD, GUERRILLAS 

TOOR TWE VILLAGE 1N THE LATE SPRING Of 1962 
ANO FORCED THE IMNHABITANTS INTO THE MOUNTAINS. 
TUE ARMY Has SINCE TRIEO 10 REBUILD a FEV Of 
UNE MOUSES FOR USE AS A SEMI PERMANENT BASE 
OF OPERATIONS. THE GUEMRILLAS ALUAYS DESTROY 
TUEM AGAIN. ON APRIL 19, THE VILLAGE VAS 
COMPLETELY DESERTED EXCEPT FOR a MORSE ma 
MEAABY FLELO ANO A Suunt uñImnimGÚ FROM A 
SUATTEREO VALL. GUERRILLAS STILL OFERATE 

1U TE IMMOJATE AREA; MALBAL NaD TO 6 
SCOUTCO Or AUR GEFORE LAMDING — auain THE 
ACCOUNT OS ME MALBAL VIII AGERS BC 1My FORCED 
INTO TNE MOUNT MAL NOT GLEN IMOLFINOLNEL Y 
WEIFICO —EMMa.d 0 BIPORTAN MORT NL ORD 
o 10car Tasa SORCE CUMMANILR 
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mountains, aL Te0uGn Fat MORE FOOD Iman 
vLarponfy mas 0EEN CAPTURCO 61 THE Sas JUAN 
SOLDIERS. FOOD MAS TO BE DELIVERED Ey 
MELICOPTEA. —WnEM SUPPLIES aRí LATE uE 
SOLOIERS LIVE Om ROOTS. 10Cai Tasa Forct 
CONMÁNDER TOLD MISSION TLAN Inmal TRE SE 
SOLDIERS ARE IMSTRUCIEO 1O snoot TO mitt 
ALL UNIFORMED GUERRILLAS AND TMOSE 08M CTWIc IAN 
CLOTMING THAT ARE BEARING AND USING ARMS 
AGAINST THEN. NOM-COMBATANTS ARE ROUKOLO 
UP FOR RESETTLEMENT 1N THEIR ORIGIMAL VILLAGES, 
1 atari POSSi8LE. EMBASSY OFFICERS WERE TOLO 
THAT THE GUERRILLAS MAD RECENTLY FORCED sone 
30 San JUAN UXCAN FAM IES ACROSS TME BORDER 
INTO MEXICO WITH TUE IDEA OF FORCIMG men 10 
SPREAD HORROR STORIES ABOUT THE GUATEMALAR 
ARMY. TMERE 1S MO INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION 
OF THIS ACCOUNT, EACEPT FOR TME GENERALLY 
MISERABLE TREATMENT THE SAN JUAN UXCAM VILLAGERS 
RECCIVEO AT THE MANDS OF TRE GUERRILLAS. 

AFTER VISITING SAN JUAN 1XCAN THE MISSION TEAM 
RETURNED TO GUATEMALA CITY. CHAR IN 
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E.O. 12356: DECL: 4/20/89 
TAGS: PINS, PGOV, GT, SHUM 
SUBJECT: 


1. C-ENTIRE TEXT. 


2. SUMMARY: AN EMBASSY TEAM VISITED THE DEPARTMENT OF EL 
QUICHE ON APRIL 19. EMBASSY USED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
INVESTIGATE THE VILLAGE CO-OPERATIVES OF SAN JUAN IXCAN AND 
XALBAL. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE AMERICAS WATCH 
COMMITTEE RECENTLY EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN THESE VILLAGES, 
AS WELL AS SEVERAL OTHERS. SAN JUAN IXCAN AND XALBAL ARE 
BOTH DESERTED AND BOTH LOCATED IN THE NO-MAN'S LAND OF 
NORTHERN EL QUICHE. ON APRIL 17, SEVERAL FORMER VILLAGERS OF 
SAN JUAN IXCAN TURNED THEMSELVES IN TO THE ARMY; THEY TOLD 
EMBASSY TEAM OF THEIR VILLAGE'S SACK BY GUERRILLAS, OF A FULL 
YEAR OF RUNNING IN THE MOUNTAINS, AND FINALLY OF STARVATION, 
DESPERATION AND EXASPERATION WITH GUERRILLAS WHO ATE WHILE 
THEY WENT HUNGRY. XALBAL IS SMALL, ISOLATED, DESTROYED AND 
DESERTED. ARMY OFFICERS TOLD MISSION MEMBERS THAT XALBAL 
WAS TAKEN BY GUERRILLAS SOMETIME IN LATE SPRING 1982. AND 
THAT THE VILLAGERS WERE FORCED INTO THE MOUNTAINS BY 
GUERRILLAS. THERE IS NO INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF THIS 
LATTER ACCOUNT. END SUMMARY. 


3. THE MISSION TEAM FIRST STOPPED IN PLAYA GRANDE, EL QUICHE, 
SITE OF MILITARY ZONE NO 11 HEADQUARTERS. THE LOCAL 
COMMANDER WAS INFORMED BY EMBOFF WHERE THE EMBASSY 
WISHED TO VISIT. AT THE MENTION OF SAN JUAN IXCAN MISSION TEAM 
WAS TOLD THAT SEVERAL INHABITANTS OF THAT VILLAGE HAD 
RECENTLY TURNED 

PAGE 1 (continued) 


THEMSELVES IN TO THE ARMY. THE VILLAGERS WERE DEBRIEFED BY 
THE EMBASSY VISITORS. THEY RELATED THE FOLLOWING FACTS. 


4.EGP GUERRILLAS BEGAN TO [ILLEGIBLE] [ILLEGIBLE] THE VILLAGE IN 
EARLY 1982. THEY TOLD THE VILLAGERS THAT THE ARMY WOULD COME 
ONE DAY TO KILL THEM ALL. THE VILLAGERS DID NOT BELIEVE THIS 
AND THE MAYOR SENT A MESSAGE TO THE ARMY REQUESTING 
PROTECTION. THE GUERRILLAS RETURNED AND SEARCHED FOR THE 
MAYOR, THEY TOLD THE VILLAGERS HE WAS TO BE SHOT FOR 
BETRAYING THEM. THE INHABITANTS ASKED WHY ALL THIS WAS 
HAPPENING; THE GUERRILLAS TOLD THEM THEY WERE NOW UNDER 


"REVOLUTIONARY LAW.” THE MAYOR RAN AWAY; THE ARMY NEVER 
CAME. ON MARCH 1, 1982, THE GUERRILLAS FORCED THE ENTIRE 
VILLAGE INTO THE MOUNTAINS. THE VILLAGERS HAD NO CHOICE AND 
EVENTUALLY CAME TO BELIEVE THAT THE ARMY MIGHT INDEED KILL 
THEM AS THEY WERE NOW “GUERRILLAS.” FOR A YEAR THE VILLAGERS 
RAN IN THE MOUNTAINS WITH THE GUERRILLAS. FOOD WAS BECOMING 
HARDER AND HARDER TO COME BY, ALTHOUGH THE GUERRILLAS KEPT 
THEMSELVES DECENTLY FED. MALNUTRITION BECAME A SERIOUS 
PROBLEM. FINALLY, SOME OF THE VILLAGERS DECIDED TO RUN TO THE 
ARMY. ONE SAID HE DID NOT CARE IF THE ARMY KILLED HIM. IT WAS 
BETTER, HE SAID, THAN STARVING TO DEATH IN THE MOUNTAINS. HE 
WALKED TO PLAYA GRANDE AND TURNED HIMSELF OVER TO THE ARMY. 
HE WAS NOT KILLED, BUT FED. THE CHILDREN HE CAME WITH ARE 
CLOSE TO DEATH FROM HUNGER. IT |S NOT LIKELY THAT THE ARMY 
WILL BE ABLE TO SAVE ALL OF THEM, SOME ARE ALMOST CERTAIN TO 
DIE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. THE ABOVE ACCOUNT WAS GIVEN IN 
BETWEEN SOBS, TEARS AND BITTER DENUNCIATIONS OF GUERRILLA 
BEHAVIOR. 


5. NOTE: EMBASSY WAS FORTUNATE TO BE ABLE 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 02 GUATEMALA 03095 


TO DEBRIEF THESE VILLAGERS. PERHAPS TOO FORTUNATE. 
NEVERTHELESS, WE REJECT THE IDEA OF AN ARRANGED SHOW, AND 
THIS FOR SEVERAL REASONS. THE ARMY DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH TIME 
TO ARRANGE MUCH AN EXHIBITION; EMBOFF PICKED SAN JUAN IXCAN 
AND XALBAL AT THE LAST MOMENT (IN THE AIR ON THE WAY TO EL 
QUICHE), WE COULD HAVE JUST AS EASILY PICKED SOME OTHER 
VILLAGES; ARMY OFFICERS IN PLAYA GRANDE HAVE NEVER BEEN 
UNWILLING TO ADMIT THAT THERE ARE DOZENS OF DESERTED 
VILLAGES IN THEIR AREA AND THAT THEY REALLY DO NOT KNOW 
WHERE ALL THE VILLAGERS ARE; THE SAN JUAN IXCAN VILLAGERS 
PRESENT IN PLAYA GRANDE WERE NOT PROFESSIONAL ACTORS AND 
ALL MISSION MEMBERS PRESENT ON APRIL 19 HAD CONFIDENCE IN 
THEIR ACCOUNTS. IN ANY CASE, THE MALNUTRITION AND BITTERNESS 
WERE ALL TO REAL AND IMPOSSIBLE TO FAKE. END NOTE. 


6. AFTER SPEAKING WITH THE VILLAGERS FROM SAN JUAN IXCAN, 
EMBASSY TEAM AND LOCAL COMMANDER FLEW TO XALBAL AND SAN 
JUAN IXCAN. XALBAL IS IN NO-MAN'S LAND, GUERRILLAS TOOK THE 
VILLAGE IN THE LATE SPRING OF 1982 AND FORCED THE INHABITANTS 
INTO THE MOUNTAINS. THE ARMY HAS SINCE TRIED TO REBUILD A FEW 
OF THE HOUSES FOR USE AS A SEMI-PERMANENT BASE OF 
OPERATIONS. THE GUERRILLAS ALWAYS DESTROY THEM AGAIN. ON 
APRIL 19, THE VILLAGE WAS COMPLETELY DESERTED EXCEPT FOR A 


| 
| 


HORSE IN A NEARBY FIELD AND A SKULL GRINNING FROM A SHATTERED 
WALL. GUERRILLAS STILL OPERATE IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA; XALBAL 
HAD TO BE SCOUTED BY AIR BEFORE LANDING. AGAIN, THE ACCOUNT 


PAGE 2 (continued) 


OF THE XALBAL VILLAGERS BEING FORCED INTO THE MOUNTAINS HAS 
NOT BEEN INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED. EMBASSY |S REPORTING HERE 
THE WORD OF LOCAL TASK FORCE COMMANDER 


7. SAN JUAN IXCAN IS NOW HELD BY THE ARMY. A COMPANY OF 
TROOPS [ILLEGIBLE] [ILLEGIBLE] THERE AND PATROLS THE IMMEDIATE 
AREA [ILLEGIBLE] [ILLEGIBLE] GUERRILLA CAMPS HAVE BEEN 
DISCOVERED IN THE [ILLEGIBLE] MOUNTAINS, ALTHOUGH FAR MORE 
FOOD THAN WEAPONRY HAS BEEN CAPTURED BY THE SAN JUAN 
SOLDIERS. FOOD HAS TO BE DELIVERED BY HELICOPTER. WHEN 
SUPPLIES ARE LATE THE SOLDIERS LIVE ON ROOTS. LOCAL TASK 
FORCE COMMANDER TOLD MISSION TEAM THAT THESE SOLDIERS ARE 
INSTRUCTED TO SHOOT TO KILL ALL UNIFORMED GUERRILLAS AND 
THOSE IN CIVILIAN CLOTHING THAT ARE BEARING AND USING ARMS 
AGAINGST THEM. NON-COMBATANTS ARE ROUNDED UP FOR 
RESETTLEMENT IN THEIR ORIGINAL VILLAGES, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE. 
EMBASSY OFFICERS WERE TOLD THAT THE GUERRILLAS HAD 
RECENTLY FORCED SOME 30 SAN JUAN IXCAN FAMILIES ACROSS THE 
BORDER INTO MEXICO WITH THE IDEA OF FORCING THEM TO SPREAD 
HORROR STORIES ABOUT THE GUATEMALAN ARMY. THERE IS NO 
INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF THIS ACCOUNT, EXCEPT THE 
GENERALLY MISERABLE TREATMENT THE SAN JUAN IXCAN VILLAGERS 
RECEIVED AT THE HANDS OF THE GUERRILLAS. AFTER VISITING SAN 
JUAN IXCAN THE MISSION TEAM RETURNED TO GUATEMALA CITY. 
CHAPIN 
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